ELACC9-10RL3

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

Student should be able to figure out how characters with a number of reasons for doing things (or reasons that don’t make sense) grow, deal with other characters, and help deliver the message of the story.

Self-Directed Learning Sheet (SDLS) Instructions: 
Students are REQUIRED to read the passage(s) on the back of this sheet.

Each student MUST answer Question #1 and ANY other TWO questions.

After answering these questions, each student will be given an opportunity to “test out” of the standard. If students are unable to successfully test out of a particular standard, they must complete additional activities until they feel ready to retest. Standards that are unsuccessfully completed after the retest will be remediated on Edgenuity.
Question #1
Consider your favorite movie or book. What three elements (characters, situations, mood, tone, etc.) did the writer use to develop the main character?
Make sure you respond with a well-written paragraph.

Use the passage “Ballad of the Green Sheep” to respond to ANY TWO of the following questions with a well-written PARAGRAPH.
Question #2
Why does the speaker call Uncle Brock the green sheep of the family?

A.) Uncle Brock always wears green clothing.

B.) Uncle Brock has an unusual and eccentric personality.

C.) Uncle Brock would be offended if he called him the black sheep.

D.) Uncle Brock has many environmentally friendly habits and tendencies

Question #3
What is the speaker’s attitude toward Uncle Brock?
A.) admiration

B.) sympathy

C.) concern

D.) envy
Question #4
On what issue does the speaker’s father empathize with Brock?
A.) ecology

B.) economy

C.) good health

D.) physical strength

Question #5
Which two pieces of information about Uncle Brock does the author treat as contradictory?
A.) Brock doesn’t drive a car, but he does ride a bike.

B.) Brock doesn’t eat meat, but he does plant flowers.

C.) Brock is unusual, but he is also intelligent.

D.) Brock is strong, but he is also kind.
Question #6

Which characteristic BEST describes Brock as he is portrayed in this selection?
A.) loving

B.) patient

C.) talented

D.) humorous

Question #7

What do several details in the poem indicate that Brock wants to do?

A.) surprise his family

B.) preserve the planet

C.) become a vegetarian

D.) display his intelligence

Ballad of the Green Sheep
They say a benighted black sheep bleats

In every family’s chorus–

A cousin Hilda who lies and cheats,

Or a thieving Uncle Horace.

Not so in our upright family flock.


 5
We’re all squeaky-clean.

Our odd man out is Uncle Brock,

And he’s not black but green.

When we all gather at the lake

For a family barbeque, 



10
Along with chicken and ribs and steak,

We grill Brock’s block of tofu.

He wears olive-green pants from the surplus store

And tie-dyed T-shirts and socks.

When giant sandals are left on the floor,

 15
Aunt Kate says, “Those would be Brock’s.”

Brock doesn’t pay an electric bill;

His house runs on solar power.

My dad says he can relate to the thrill

Of not paying for every shower.


 20
He doesn’t own a car, of course;

Brock always rides his bike.

Mom points out that he’s strong as a horse

And can outrun Cousin Mike.

Brock is eccentric, but he’s not dumb. 

25
In fact, he’s an oceanographer.

He also makes sculpture and has a green thumb.

He’s an amateur choreographer.

Uncle Brock spends his days in the deep.

Up top he grows lilies and zinnias. 


30
The rest of us call him our green sheep,

But Grandma says Brock is her genius.

