ELACC9-10RI1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Student should be able to back up their answers with evidence from the text. This includes evidence that is directly stated, and evidence that the student has to figure out on their own.

Self-Directed Learning Sheet (SDLS) Instructions: 
Students are REQUIRED to read the passage(s) on the back of this sheet.

Each student MUST answer Question #1 and ANY other TWO questions.

After answering these questions, each student will be given an opportunity to “test out” of the standard. If students are unable to successfully test out of a particular standard, they must complete additional activities until they feel ready to retest. Standards that are unsuccessfully completed after the retest will be remediated on Edgenuity.
Question #1

Read the passage. Imagine that your school is planning a field trip to visit a section of Highway 50. Write an essay explaining why you would or would not want to participate. Write your answer(s) on the paper provided. Use details from the passage to support your answer.
Question #2

What effect did Life magazine’s reference to U.S. Highway 50 as the nation’s loneliest road have on the surrounding region? Be sure to cite evidence from the passage to support your answer, and answer the question in paragraph form.
Question #3
Read the sentences from the passage.
“In a fast-paced nation filled with crowded cities, traffic jams, and noise, many people believe that occasional solitude is important to their lives. Searching for that seclusion and quiet, they travel to places such as the central Nevada desert, where America’s loneliest highway stretches out to infinity in both directions.” 

Why did the author MOST LIKELY choose to end the passage this way? Be sure to cite evidence from the passage to support your answer, and answer the question in paragraph form. 
Question #4
Which is the MOST LIKELY reason that people travel along U.S. Highway 50? Be sure to cite evidence from the passage to support your answer, and answer the question in paragraph form.  

Question #5
Why do travelers continue to drive on U.S. Highway 50 despite its reputation as “the loneliest road in America”? Be sure to cite evidence from the passage to support your answer, and answer the question in paragraph form.
America's Loneliest Highway

by John Soennichsen
     It leads you through ghost towns and past towering sand dunes. It skirts the ruins of Pony 

Express stations and passes through fields of boulders inscribed with Native American rock carvings. Along the way, gold mines, caverns, wild horses, and a ghost train can be seen.

     Despite these many attractions, Nevada’s U.S. Highway 50 has been dubbed “the loneliest road in America,” and few who have traveled it would argue with that name. Extending for nearly 300 miles from the town of Fernley in the west to the Utah border in the east, this central Nevada highway crosses long stretches of the most barren desert in the nation. 

     U.S. Highway 50 is definitely a forlorn route. There are places where drivers can see the road reaching out for 30 miles or more with no signs of civilization behind or in front of them. For stretches of 50, 60, even 70 miles along this highway, it is possible to drive without seeing another car. 

It Started in a Magazine
     It was in 1986 that Life magazine ran an article about U.S. Highway 50, referring to it as the nation’s loneliest road. People living in a handful of small towns along the route decided that this was as good a rationale as any to attract tourists to the region. Before long, road signs and bumper stickers touting U.S. Highway 50 as the loneliest road in America began to appear.

     Why is the road so devoid of cars and people? Part of the reason is that most of the towns along its route are former mining camps that ran out of ore decades ago. Ely was a booming copper town. At Austin they mined silver. Lead ore built the town of Eureka (Eureka is Greek for “I have found it!”). These towns were once bustling places that attracted people by the thousands. Now the mines are silent, and the towns are quiet except for occasional groups of tourists poking around old buildings and browsing antique shops.

     There is another reason U.S. Highway 50 sees so little traffic. Most people crossing Nevada are heading to or from California. The quickest way to cross the state now is to take Interstate 80. This highway also runs east and west across Nevada, but it is a multilane freeway, not a two-lane road like U.S. Highway 50.

     U.S. Highway 50 is not a low desert road; in eight spots the road crosses mountain passes, five of them rising to more than 7,000 feet in elevation. On either side of the blacktop, however, the landscape is mostly barren, desolate, and empty. Even so, there are a handful of interesting sights to see along the loneliest road.
Attractions Make the Road Less Lonely
     At Grimes Point, for example, hundreds of boulders just off the road have been decorated with Native American petroglyphs, or rock carvings. Brochures and signs along a trail point out various types of carvings and provide some local history.

     Sand Mountain is a 600-foot-tall sand dune that was a landmark for early pioneers crossing the Nevada desert for the goldfields of California. The massive pile of sand is a popular playground for off-road vehicle drivers.

     At Cold Springs Station stand the ruins of a Butterfield Stageline and Pony Express stop that operated in the 1860s. From Fallon all the way to Ely are many road signs pointing out other Pony Express and stage stations. Most require some walking, but all have interesting ruins.

     Towns along the highway are interesting attractions themselves. Eureka is a well-preserved mining town with a courthouse and opera house that were built in the early 1800s. The Sentinel Museum relates the town’s history and displays old printing-press equipment used to print the town’s long-running newspaper. Near Ely are deep pits where copper was extracted. Also in Ely a railroad museum features locomotives and train cars that once hauled copper from the town’s mines. Scenic trips through a 14-mile canyon can be taken on an old steam locomotive called “The Ghost Train of Old Ely.”

     The loneliest road in America even passes a national park. Great Basin National Park was created to preserve the scenery typical of basin and range geography. The Great Basin is a vast interior region east of California’s Sierra Nevada Mountains and west of Utah’s Wasatch Range.

     Within the park, Wheeler Peak Scenic Drive takes drivers to an elevation of 10,000 feet, close to the top of the 13,063-foot mountain. Trails depart from the road’s end and lead to an ancient forest of bristlecone pines, a glacier, and the mountain’s summit. Nearby Lehman Caves offers intricate displays of limestone stalactites and stalagmites that can be seen during guided tours deep underground.

     Why do people travel along U.S. Highway 50? Most of them either live in or are visiting one of seven towns along the highway. Some have come to see the attractions along the road. A lot of people, though, come specifically to get away from it all, and there are few better places to accomplish that. In a fast-paced nation filled with crowded cities, traffic jams, and noise, many people believe that occasional solitude is important to their lives. Searching for that seclusion and quiet, they travel to places such as the central Nevada desert, where America’s loneliest highway stretches out to infinity in both directions.
